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Fifty-Sixers Sweep Tent City 


Dress for Dinner 

Civilian attire is now authorized for 
wear at the Tallil Air Base Dining 
Facility. However, individuals 
should dress appropriately: 


No sleeveless shirts, tank tops, 
sweaty gym clothes or open-toed 
shoes. Personnel in civilian attire 
must have their Tallil identification 
card in plain view at all times. 


Tent City Traffic Prohibited 
Vehicle traffic in Tent City is now 
prohibited with the exception of 
emergency vehicles responding to 
calls or vehicles performing infra- 
structure work. The following rules 


apply: 


1. No parking within 100 ft of the 
tents. Parking is only permitted up to 
the Jersey barriers on the north and 
south sides of Tent City. 


2. No one is permitted to drive 
between tents unless on emergency 
response or doing official work on 
Tent City infrastructure such as CES, 
COMM or SVS. 


3. No one is authorized to deliver 
luggage direct to their tents. 
Luggage will be carried from the 
parking areas. 


4. No driving through the billeting 
area of Tent City. If there is a need to 
drive from one parking lot to the 
other, drive around the outside of the 
Hesco wall. 


FREE MAIL 

FREE MAIL is limited to personal 
letters or sound recorded correspon- 
dence (to include video tapes) 
weighing 13 ounces or less. 


Remember to write "FREE MAIL" 
in the upper right hand corner of the 
envelope. All business correspon- 
dence (including bill payments) must 
have proper postage affixed. Film 
and disposable cameras are no longer 
authorized for FREE MAIL. 


The USAF Post Office does not 
accept checks, credit or debit cards. 
Cash only. 
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A NOW WE’RE TALKING TRASH (left) : Staff Sgt. Pam Morris, 407th Expeditionary Communications Squadron, picks up a bot- 
tle cap Saturday as part of a base clean-up organized by the Focus 56 group, to improve quality of life for troops supporting 
Operation Iraqi Freedom at Tallil Air Base, Iraq. A (right) MR. SANDMAN: Master Sgt. Wayne Stanton, 407th Air Expeditionary 
Group Paying Agent/Chief Accounting Liaison, fills sand bags to re-enforce tents in Tent City as part of the weekend clean-up pro- 
ject. (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek) 


LJ Staffs, Techs take 
lead in quality of life 


by 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
407th AEG Chief of Public Affairs 


acrificing a significant chunk 
& of their personal time, a dedi- 
cated group of Tallil Air Base resi- 
dents assembled in force early 
Saturday morning to not only pick 
up trash, but to make a bold state- 
ment about Tallil’s quality of life. 
They were heard loud and clear, 
and because of it, Tent City con- 
tinues to be a better place to live. 
With the intention of spotlight- 
ing personal responsibility for 
quality of life, the early morning 
clean-up project will not be the 
last. As a matter of fact, it will be 


part of a continuous series of pro- 
jects designed to foster a sense of 
pride and community at Tallil Air 
Base. 

“This is another great example 
of our people taking the initiative 
and making things better here at 
Tallil Air Base,” said Col. Kevin 
Williams, 332nd Air Expeditionary 
Wing vice commander. “All of us 
working together like this is what 
contributes to advancing the great 
progress already made by our pre- 
decessors.” 

Making things better is more 
than just keeping the base clean for 
the sake of appearances, but some 
other more vital reasons such as 
safety and health. 

"A healthy force is a ready 
force," said Master Sgt. Ish 


Mohammed, 407th Air 
Expeditionary Group first sergeant. 
"If we allow people to violate some 
of the basic, common fundamental 
standards...like taking a cigarette 
butt and tossing it close to a tent 
while it's still smoking, it creates a 
safety concern." 

Mohammed oversees the base 
detail program, which employs 
about 9 to 14 people daily to clean 
up the common areas, mainly the 
showers and latrines. These people 
are too few to clean up all of tent 
city so a new approach is warrant- 
ed according to the first sergeant. 

"It's a matter of pride in owner- 
ship," he said. "The clean-up we 
tried to spearhead was to get peo- 
ple involved and help them realize 


Please turn to FIFTY-SIXERS, Page 2 > 
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TALLIL SARPETY OFFICE 
By Capt. Marc A. Dauteil 
407th AEG Chief of Safety 


K ellow Tallilians! It's an honor 

and privilege to serve with you 
in Iraq. As your chief of safety, I 
want to to take this opportunity and 
briefly tell you about our vision as 
your safety office. 

First and foremost, safety 
belongs to us all. While it starts 
with our commanders, it is laid upon 
everyone's shoulders to represent 
safety and do the right thing. Our 
predecessors did a fantastic job 
starting us off on the right foot— 
let's not let them down. 

Our vision over the next several 
months is to go from reactionary 
safety to preventive safety. Only 
through your constant vigilance can 
we achieve this goal. We can’t do it 
alone. We need your eyes, your ears 
and your alert minds to help us stay 
safe—and to stay mission ready. 

In doing so, however, let's not 
forget that we are still in a combat 
zone. Keep your guard up—the 
enemy is still out there. 

On that note, let's not be our own 
worst enemy. We can keep people 
out of the hospital with simple risk 
management. It doesn’t take much 
to stay alert, but the return on our 
investment is priceless. Let's take 
our time—be smart—and protect 
our own. 
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FIFTY-SIXERS: clean up 


that this is our Tent City." 

Saturday's event, sponsored by Focus 56, a 
volunteer organization made up of Tallil staff 
and technical sergeants, involved more than 50 
people and it won't be the last one of its kind. 

"We collected four truckloads of trash," said 
Tech. Sgt. Robyn Owens, Focus 56 event orga- 
nizer. "The next clean up is scheduled for 
Saturday 26 July." 

Owens, the base workgroup manager with 
the 407th Expeditionary Communications 
Squadron, has been deployed at Tallil from 
early on and is happy to see the base evolve. 

"Tent City has come a long way since my 
unit first arrived back in April," she said. "We're 
living very well now." 

In the future, volunteers from Tallil's Top 3 
organization as well as the upcoming Airman's 
Council will be involved in the efforts to tidy up 


Zawra Zoo 
Reopens in 
Baghdad 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — For the 
first time since the war started, 
citizens of Iraq were invited to 
the Zawra Zoo for the reopen- 
ing ceremony of Baghdad’s 
city zoo, July 19. 


With the help of U.S. forces, 
the Office of Coalition 
Provisional Authority (OCPA), 
a handful of animal conserva- 
tionists and the Iraqi public, the 
zoo is finally accessible, once 
again, for the people of Iraq. 


the base, Mohammed said. 

"This is where leadership takes place," he 
added. "From the lowest ranking to the highest 
ranking, it's going to be a combined team effort 
spearheaded by all these different groups." 
While some may shy away from getting up 
early to help police the base, others are very 
enthusiastic in making Tallil a better place to 
live. 

"At least every other weekend something 
like this should be done," said Staff Set. 
Ruttorrestt Larsen, 407th Air Expeditionary 
Group administration NCOIC. "It was awe- 
some.” 

The efforts of these professional organiza- 
tions are but a launching pad to get all base res- 
idents moving in the right direction to improve 
the quality of life at Tallil AB. 

"If you see something that's out of place, 
whether it's a piece of garbage on the ground or 
whatever it is, be a leader, exercise integrity and 
make it right," Mohammed said. That's the bot- 
tom line." 


A Ted Morse, center, operations coordinator of the Office of 
Coalition Provisional authority, gets ready to cut the ribbon, sym- 
bolizing the reopening of the Zawra Zoo, which is Baghdad's city 
zoo, on July 19. The zoo has been closed for the past four months, 
since the beginning of the war. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Mark S. 
Rickert, 372nd MPAD) 


Story and Photo U.S. Army News Service 
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This funded newspaper is a duly 
authorized publication for mem- 
bers of the U.S. military serving 
in Iraq. Contents of the TALLIL 
TIMES are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the 
U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense, or the 
Department of the Air Force or 
the Department of the Army. 


The editorial content is edited, 
prepared and provided by the 
Tallil Air Base Public Affairs 
office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless oth- 
erwise indicated. 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts 
stories, photographs and com- 
mentaries, which may be sub- 
mitted to the PA staff located in 


the Wing Operations Center 
(WOC), or can be sent directly 
to the newspaper at 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af. 
mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 
p.m. Thursday the week before 
publication. All submissions are 
edited for content and Air Force 
journalistic style. Submission of 
articles and photos does not 
guarantee publication. The edi- 
tor reserves the right to publish, 
reject and edit all news stories in 
accordance with the TALLIL 
TIMES editorial policy.For more 
information, visit the PA office 
located in the WOC or call at 
459-0014 or e-mail the editorial 
staff at  407.pa@tlab.aor- 
centaf.af.mil. 


Words for Warriors 


“When written in Chinese, 
the word 'crisis' is composed 
of two characters. One rep- 
resents danger, and the 
other represents opportuni- 


ty.” 


--John Fitzgerald Kennedy 





NEWS BRIEFS 


All times are local. 


(Worship is at 407th AEG Chapel, 
unless otherwise noted) 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Monday - Friday 6 p.m. 

Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m. 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m. 

RCIA/Adult Education 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Theisen, 459-0038 


Noon Prayer/Praise 
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m 


Protestant 

Contemporary Liturgical Communion 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Communion 

Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Gospel Service 

Sunday, 11:45 a.m. 

Contemporary "Non-denominational" 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


Latter Day Saints 

Lay-Led Service 

Sunday, 2 p.m. 

POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service Friday, 7 p.m. 
POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


Muslim 
Prayer 
Daily, 12:30 p.m., sunset, LSA Adder 


By Staff Sgt. Terry Jones 


Sports Writer 
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Bible Studies 

Women's 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Administrative Office 
Men's 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Chapel Annex 
Catholic 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Annex 

LDS Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., Chapel Annex 

All Gender/All Ranks 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Administrative Office 
Chaplain's Bible Basics 

Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 


Various Faiths 

Sunday 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 
Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Catholic Service) 
ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Buddhist Service) 
ROK Army Chapel 

Daily, Morning Prayer, 4:30 a.m., ROK 
Army Chapel 


Prayer 
Daily, 12:30 p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 


On Wednesday nights, the Air Force chap- 
lains sponsor Movie Night. The movie is 
free and open to all Tallil Personnel. The 
movie begins at 7 p.m. in the new 407th 
AEG chapel, located in the center of Tent 


City. 
Notices 


Do not use workplace phones for morale 
call purposes. 


The Misfits downed Going 
Postal 22-20 to win the Tallil Air 
Base “4 on 4” double-elimina- 
tion volleyball tournament 
played July 19-20, sponsored by 
the 407th Expeditionary Services 
Squadron. There were eight 
teams that participated. 

The Misfits politely defeated 
the Extraordinary Gentlemen 
in easy fashion, then won a hard 
fought 21-19 triumph over the 
Firefighters. The Misfits then 
sent Going Postal to the loser's 
bracket with a convincing 21-12 


Driving on Base 

The speed limit on base is 30km/20mph, 
Helmets are required in all tactical All- 
Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and “Gators.” All 
drivers must observe all traffic signs, and 
wear seat belts at all times. Passengers are 
also required to wear seat belts. 


Running in groups of two or larger is autho- 
rized in two locations: from the BX/PX 
parking lot and off the main gate road 
toward the burn pit. The required uniform 
is T-shirt and shorts or pants. Running is 
not authorized on any other road. 


Prevent Foodborne and 
Waterborne Disease 


Do not consume any food, ice, water, or 
beverage (to include bottled water) that has 
not been approved by the U.S. military. 
Assume all non-approved food, ice, and 
water is contaminated. Do not purchase 
food or beverage items from local Iraqi 
vendors. 


Even a one-time consumption of these 
items may cause severe illness. 


Ammunition Storage 


The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammu- 
nition storage for units on Tallil Air Base. 
Contact Mr. Matheson at 573-1258 for 
more information. 


Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not 
travel off the hardpack except in areas 
cleared by EOD. There are still thousands 
of UXO on this base. Army - Report all 
UXO to "Bomber Base" on tactical radios 
or call 573-1074. Air Force - Report all 
UXO to "Command Post" on the CC Net or 
call the Command Post at 459-0000 or 
EOD at 459-0108/9. 


thumping. 

Going Postal claimed the run- 
ner-up position by defeating 
QNEF, then trouncing EMEDS 
21-1. After their first loss to the 
Misfits, Going Postal squeaked 
past EMEDS 21-19,7 before los- 
ing in the finale. 

Misfits player Jessica Snow 
talked about her team's key to 
victory. "Our strategy was to 
keep control of the ball using all 
three hits available to make the 
best possible play," she com- 
mented. "It (championship) was 
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Liggurat of Ur 

U.S. Army personnel wishing to visit the 
Ziggurat will need to obtain a pass. For 
information, U.S. Army personnel should 
call 573-1107. Air Force Services has 
expanded its tour schedule to include 2 
afternoon visits to the Ziggurat. For info, 
please call the Air Force Rec Tent at 459- 
0121. The schedule now looks like this: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m.) 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m.) 


All tours depart from the Hot Spot (rec 
tent) 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and weapon. 


AAFES BX/PK 


AAFES hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


Open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


NOTICE 

To help everyone get the most out of their 
facilities and stay good neighbors, the 7a/llil 
Times reminds all readers that each MKT, 
dining hall, shower tent, latrine tent and 
morale tent is specially sited, stocked and 
serviced for certain numbers of people in a 
certain area. These amenities work well if 
only those people use them, but additional 
people rapidly use up whatever food, water 
and “stuff’ were planned for the intended 
users. If you aren’t among the intended 
users, you take away from those who are 
and in the long run hurt that unit’s ability to 
properly serve their people. Help others 
and yourself to have enough when you need 
it. 


a close match with numerous 
hits, blocks, volleys, and dives 
into the sand. " 

Other Misfits team members, 

who were awarded Iraqi 
Freedom t-shirts for winning the 
tournament, were Cory Hebb, 
Jesse Rancourt, and Travis 
Griffin. 
For more information on upcom- 
ing sporting events, contact the 
407th AEG Services Nighthawks 
at 459-0121, or drop by in person 
at the “Hot Spot,” the fabulous 
new Tallil Rec Tent. 
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you can use 


Designated 
Smoking Areas 
Smoke only in designated 
smoking areas. 
Absolutely no smoking in 
any government facility— 
and that includes tents. In 
addition, there is no 
smoking within 25-feet of 
any tent. 


Combat Showers 
Fresh water is a very pre- 
cious resource here in 
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members practice good 
conservation habits. Don’t 
let the water run while 
shaving or brushing your 
teeth, and remember that 
combat shower rules still 
apply—only one shower 
per day, wet down, lather 
up, and then rinse. 


Morale Calls 

Sevice members at Tallil 
are authorized two morale 
calls weekly, each fifteen 
minutes in duration. A 
morale call is any call you 
make from a government 
phone for non-official 
business. The only non- 
government phones are 
the commercial phones by 
the BX that require you to 


Morale calls should be 
made form the morale 
phones in the rec tent. 
Special exceptions may 
be authorized by unit first 
sergeants or commanders. 


Warrior of the 
Week 

The TZallil Times and the 
First Sergeant’s Warrior 
of the Week program will 
return next week. We 
apologize for any incon- 
venience. 


Base Photography 
Newcomers to Tallil Air 
Base are reminded that 
while most photography 
on base is not restricted, 
please use common sense. 


line is prohibited without 
permission or an escort, as 
is photography of entry 
control points or defen- 
sive fighting positions. If 
you have a question 
regarding a photo or the 
photography policy, 
please contact the 407th 
AEG Public’ Affairs 
Office at 459-0014. 


Hometown News 

The 407th AEG Public 
Affairs Office can help 
you make news. Simply 
fillout the Hometown 
News Release form 
(DD2266) found on the 
public drive 
(L:/Hometown News 
Release) and drop it off 


duty hours. The Public 
Affairs team can also take 
a photo for you—on the 
spot—to accompany your 
release if you like. It’s 
fast. It’s fun and it’s free! 
For more information on 
the program, call 459- 
0014. 


Safety Mishaps 

Report all on-duty and 
off-duty mishaps to your 
supervisor immediately. 
Your supervisor then, 
must contact the 407th 
AEG/SE at 459-0003. 
Report all serious mishaps 
(those resulting in hospi- 
talization or death) to the 
Command Post immedi- 
ately at 459-0000, regard- 


Iraq. It’s important to 


everyone that all service use a _ calling card. Photography onthe flight- anytime during normal _ less of time or duty-status. 





Army Releases Report on Attack 
on 507th Maintenance Company 
U.S. Army News Release 


mation that occur in “the 





rmy officials have still under investigation. 


released a _ report Additionally, the report fog of war’ when trying to 
today on the attack on an does not include detailed assess what happened. 
element of the 507th “lessons learned;” rather, it They added that the sol- 
Maintenance Company in presents the facts and diers of the 507th 
the city of An Nasiriyah on _ includes contributing Maintenance Company 
March 23, 2003, during human and environmental fought bravely and as best 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. factors. they could given the situa- 


Officials said the report 
is intended to determine 
what happened, not to sec- 
ond-guess tactical deci- 
sions members of the unit 
made during the attack. 

Family members of the 
11 soldiers killed, along 
with the surviving soldiers, 


tion. During the attack they 
upheld the Army’s Values 
and the Law of War. The 
report indicated that these 
soldiers did their duty and 
deserve respect for the sac- 
rifices they and their fami- 
lies have made. 

The report can be found 


The report is the result 
of an intensive, focused 
effort to determine those 
facts that could be ascer- 
tained in a relatively short 
period of time. Several 
Department of Defense 
teams are investigating dif- 
ferent aspects of this case. 


The Headquarters, including the former pris- online at This document is 
Department of the Army oners of war, were given available at 
team that compiled the special briefings before the www4.army.mil/ocpa/repo 
released report drew on _ report was made public. rts/. 


The team members also 
stated that their review 
took into account the fac- 
tors of fatigue, the intense 
pace of operations, the 
confusion and lack of 
information, and misinfor- 


witness statements and 
other information collected 
in the course of those other 
investigative efforts. 

Therefore, the report 
does not answer all ques- 
tions aS some matters are 
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Coalition Force Profile: 


Royal Netherlands Air Force 


Coalition Country Name: 


Conventional long form: Kingdom of the Netherlands 


Conventional short form: Netherlands 


Local long form: Koninkrijk der Nederlanden 


Local short form: Nederland 


Coalition Government type: 


Constitutional monarchy 


Capital: 


Amsterdam; The Hague is the seat of government 


Tallil Unit: 298th Helicopter Squadron (NL) Royal 
Netherlands Air Force/lst (NL) Helicopter Detachment Iraq 


Home Base: Soesterberg Air Force Base, NL 


Detachment Size: 
Approximately 85 personnel 


Equipment: ICH-47D 
Chinook helicopter 


Mission: Provide airlift sup- 
port to the Royal Dutch 
Marines. Airlift support will 
consist of 24-hour med-evac 
capability (primary mission) 
and logistical support (sec- 
ondary mission) for Dutch 
Marine detachment in Iraq. 





Photo by: Capt. Remko Vand der Bunat 


Background: The Kingdom of the Netherlands was formed in 
1815. In 1830 Belgium seceded and formed a separate kingdom. 
The Netherlands remained neutral in World War I but suffered a 
brutal invasion and occupation by Germany in World War II. A 
modern, industrialized nation, the Netherlands is also a large 
exporter of agricultural products. The country was a founding 
member of NATO and the EC, and participated in the introduction 
of the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) in 1999. 


(Background Information: CIA World Fact Book) 
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About the Dutch Flag: The Dutch flag consists 
of three equal horizontal bands of red (top), 
white, and blue; similar to the flag of 
Luxembourg, which uses a lighter blue and is 
longer. The Dutch flag is one of the oldest flags 
in constant use, originating with William |, Prince 
of Orange, in the latter half of the 16th century. 


Dutch 
Enlisted Rank 





Soldaat 
Private 





Soldaat de 1e klasse 
Private 1st Class 





Korporaal 
Corporal 





Korporaal der 1e klasse 
Corporal 1st Class 





Sergeant 
Sergeant 





Sergeant der 1st klasse 
Sergeant 1st Class 





Sergeant Majoor 
Sergeant Major 





Dutch 
Officer Rank 





Adjudant/Vaandring 
Adjudant (Warrant Officer) 





2e Luitenant 
2nd Lieutenant 





1e Luitenant 
1st Lieutenant 
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Luitenant Kolonel 
Lt. Colonel 
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Before You Get That Ticket to Ride, 
Make Sure You’ll Get Reimbursed 


“The maximum allowable reimbursement 1s 


S71 HERE'S A LITTLE 
an | 

<i>, SOMETHING 10 
SST CASE THE PAI 


By Master Sgt. Deb Smith 


Editor, Tallil Times 


Goins home can be the high point of 
almost any deployment. But just because 


youre ready to start traveling, doesn’t mean it’s 
time to stop thinking. As a matter of fact, 
Master Sgt. Bobby Brooks, Superintendent of 
Cargo Movement at the Tallil Traffic 
Management Office, says the days preceding 
re-deployment should probably be some of 
your busiest. 

“How smoothly your departure goes 1s real- 
ly entirely up to you,” said Brooks. “If you 
make the effort to plan ahead and understand 
the process, you’ll have a smooth ride out of 
here. But if you wait until the last minute, I can 
guarantee you will run into problems, delays 
and several hundreds of dollars in expenses that 
may not be reimbursable.” 

The complications stem from the fact that 
Tallil Air Base is unable to support commercial 
flights at this ttme. There are no rotator flights 
and no commercial ticket office here, so air- 
men—especially those rotating back to the 
United States—should think beyond getting on 
the first plane leaving the base. 

For many, the journey home will be an 
interconnected series of flights involving both 
Air Mobility Command and civilian aircraft— 
and that’s where knowing the rules can put you 
ahead of difficulties. 

According to Brooks, the biggest trouble 
spot returning airmen encounter is trying to 
organize a commercial airline ticket from their 
point of disembarkation (BWI or Atlanta) to 
their home station. 

“Most people don’t understand the fact that 
they can’t just book any ticket they want,”’said 
Brooks. “And without the assistance of a CTO, 
it can really get confusing.” 

Essentially service members departing Tallil 
are authorized to purchase their own airline 
tickets for CONUS travel only. The purchase of 
foreign flag or commercial flag carrier tickets to 
or from an overseas location is prohibited. 
Self-procured tickets must only be for travel to 
the permanent duty station from the point of de- 
embarkation, and not to any other locations 
such as a leave address. 

In addition, tickets must be for coach or 
economy class travel. First class and business 
class travel is not authorized and according to 
Capt. Christina Daniels, Tallil AB Financial 
Manager, will not be reimbursed. 


the cost of the ticket, not to exceed a coach 
(economy) class fare,” said Daniels. “So it’s 
really important that airmen procuring their 
own CONUS travel make sure they are getting 
the authorized GSA city-pair rates or they may 
not be reimbursed for the difference.” 

Daniels added that travelers are required to 
purchase tickets with their Government Travel 
Card if they have one. “Travelers without the 
GTC may purchase tickets on a personal card or 
with personal funds, but must still comply with 
restrictions in order to be reimbursed.” 

“The best options you have is to simply call 
back to your home station commercial travel 
office and have them make your arrangements 
for you, or you can wait to make them when 
you hit the ground at BWI or Atlanta,” said 
Brooks. “Electronic tickets are a great option.” 

But speaking of electronic tickets, there is 
one option both Brooks and Daniels recom- 
mend avoiding. 

“We strongly discourage the use of Internet 
web sites to make official travel arrangements,” 
said Daniels. “I know, it seems so easy to just 
make your reservations online, but there’s real- 
ly no way to know that you are getting the GSA 
city-pair rate, or the flexibility that comes with 
purchasing a government employee discount 
ticket.” 

“You need the flexibility to reschedule and 
change your flight without added cost,” said 
Brooks. “Rotators are wonderful things, but 
just like any other airline, they can be late—and 
you can miss your connecting commercial 
flight.” 

Daniels said many discount ticket sites offer 
low-prices for airfare, but they have several 
restrictions that are not conducive to military 
travel. 

“If you miss your flight because the rotator 
arrives late, and you’ve got a non-refundable 
ticket, you’ll either have to buy another ticket 
or pay the stiff fees to change the itinerary,” 
cautioned Brooks. 

“And neither of those expenses will be reim- 
bursable,” said Daniels. 

That’s where the GSA city-pair rate comes 
in handy. These special rates are pre-negotiat- 
ed by the government with the airlines. 
Military members and government employees 
who have unexpected deviations in travel need 
only make the necessary changes with no addi- 
tional charge. 

“For authorized travel, GSA city-pair rates 
are 100-percent reimbursable,” said Daniels. 


Before you leave Tallil, call the 1- 
800 number on the back of your 
Government Travel Card and make 
sure it is active. 


Make additional copies of your 
orders (front and back). Put a copy 
of your orders in each of your bags. 
Keep several copies with you. 


Remember, firearms must be 
sealed in approved container that is 
secure, non-crushable and locks. 


Make sure you have available 
funds to cover any expenses such 
as hotel stays—especially if you do 
not have a GTC. Cash is good to 
have for unexpected expenses such 
as cab fares. 


Be patient, but most of all be flexi- 
ble with your travel plans. Just 
remember that a lot of other people 
are trying to get home too. 


Remember commercial airlines 
charge for excess baggage—as 
much as $75.00 per bag in some 
cases. If your orders authorize 
excess baggage, you may pay the 
fees on your GTC and they will be 
reimbursed. 


Mark your bag with a bright ribbon 
or other distinguishing tag. 
Remember, every body has the 
same luggage as you—green 
mobility bags and black backpacks. 
Make yours easy to find. 


Save all of your receipts. You may 
need them to validate claims for 
reimbursement on your travel 
voucher when you get home. 


If you lose a bag on the AMC por- 
tion of your flight, go to the AMC 
counter where you land and file a 
claim with them. If you lose a bag 
on the commercial leg of your 
flight, deal directly with that air- 
line. 
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Iraqi Militia Forming 
to Help Seek, Destroy 
Saddam Loyalists 


By Gerry J. Gilmore 
American Forces Press Service 


WASHINGTON, July 20, 2003 — 
An Iraqi militia is being formed to 
assist U.S. and coalition forces in 
rooting out and _ destroying 
Saddam loyalists who've been 
attacking coalition forces and 
obstructing reconstruction efforts, 
the senior U.S. administrator in 
Iraq said July 20. 

"We're starting this week to 
raise an Iraqi civil defense corps," 
L. Paul Bremer HI announced on 
the "Fox News Sunday" television 
program. Bremer was in town for 
consultations with senior U.S. 
administration officials on the sit- 
uation in Iraq. 

The new militia, Bremer noted, 
"will be made up of Iraqis who 
will be under American military 
command to help us basically with 
the armed part of the work we're 
doing" in establishing security 
across Iraq. He did not address the 
planned size of the militia. 

Saddam paramilitary support- 
ers have been responsible for 
more than 35 U.S. military deaths 
in Iraq since President Bush 
declared the cessation of major 
combat operations in the country. 

Those American casualties 
continue: Two U.S. 10lIst 
Airborne Division troops were 
killed and one wounded in an 
ambush near Tal Afar July 20, 
according to a U.S. Central 
Command news release. Another 
U.S. soldier was killed and two 


injured on the same day in a vehi- 
cle accident. 

On July 19 a soldier with the 
U.S. Ist Armored Division was 
killed by insurgents, according to 
an earlier CENTCOM release. 

CENTCOM's commander, 
Army Gen. John Abizaid, recently 
observed that Saddam loyalists in 
Iraq are conducting increasingly 
organized guerilla-type warfare 
against U.S. and coalition troops 
in Iraq and those Iraqis opposed to 
the deposed Saddam-regime. 

Bremer noted that establishing 
the Iraqi militia will bolster the 
country's security along with three 
other elements: the just-started 
recruitment for a new national 
army — "a defensive armed force, 
not involved in domestic polic- 
ing"; the just-opened academy to 
train a 65,000-member police 
force for "policing the cities"; and 
an Iraqi border guard force being 
formed "to help us defend the bor- 
ders." 

However, by establishing a 
pro-coalition Iraqi militia to assist 
in the search for Saddam support- 
ers still in Iraq, Bremer noted, 
"we're likely to get better intelli- 
gence about who it is we're fight- 
ing." 

And obtaining such intelli- 
gence "really is the heart of the 
matter here," he emphasized. 

"We have to know who these 
people are," Bremer explained, 


"then we've got to seek them out 
(and) either capture them or kill 
them." 
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A Ambassador L. Paul Bremer, head of the Coalition Provisional Authority, and 
Baghdad police Brig. Gen. Ahmid Ibrahim, center, present a certificate to a grad- 
uating Baghdad police officer. (U.S. Army Photo by Sgt. Mark S. Rickert) 


First Baghdad Police Officers 
Graduate Civil Retraining 


By Sgt. Mark S. Rickert 
372nd Mobile Public Affairs Det. 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (Army News 
Service, July 18, 2003) — 
Ninety-six Iraqi police officers 
graduated July 16 from a three- 
week retraining course in 
Baghdad that stressed human 
rights and modern techniques. 
It was the first Baghdad city 
police graduating class since the 
wat. 

The next retraining class 
starts July 26 and is expected to 
have 200 students, officials 
said. They said classes will con- 
tinue until all 8,000 police offi- 
cers in Baghdad have been 
retrained, with emphasis on 
human _— rights, — including 
women’s rights, and modern 
police procedures and tech- 
niques. 

Much of the curriculum and 
the classroom training was 
developed and presented by 
U.S. Army military police offi- 
cers of the 382nd Military 
Police Detachment, an Army 
Reserve unit out of San Diego, 
Calif. The 382nd is attached to 
the 18th MP Brigade, based in 


Germany. 

The three-week retraining 
program focuses on internation- 
al standards for human rights, 
modern police patrol proce- 
dures and techniques and 
applicable Iraqi criminal laws, 
procedures and laws of arrest 
and detention. 

“The new (newly retrained) 
police understand better the 
rights of humanity,” said 
Ibrahim, “and justice and free- 
dom.” 

“Police in any country have 
a very important role to play,” 
said Bremer. “In Irag, a country 
that is emerging from totalitari- 
an rule, the role of police is cru- 
cial.” 

The students of this first 
cycle are prior Iraqi police offi- 
cers. Bremer said the new wave 
of “retrained” officers must set 
the path for a new police force, 
one that is just and free of cor- 
ruption. 

There are 


approximately 
8,000 police officers in the city 
of Baghdad, a city with a popu- 
lation of 5 million. 

























—Give Us Your— 


SHOT 


We want to see Tallil 
Air Base and the 
surrounding areas 
from the inside out 
and we need your 
help. If you’ve gota 
digital camera, then 
we want to talk to 
you! 

Send us your 
best digital photo for 
the week and we'll 
chose the top shots 
to be published in 
the next Tallil 
Times. 

When submitting 
photos, make sure 
they are of reason- 
able quality, and are 
in a jpg or .gif for- 
mat. Next, make 
sure you provide us 


with an accurate 
description of the 
event and COM- 
PLETE names of all 
persons pictured. 

Photos without 
complete informa- 
tion cannot be con- 
sidered. Photos 
must be in good 
taste and not com- 
promise safety or 
security in any man- 
ner. 

If you have ques- 
tions, please con- 
tact the Public 
Affairs Office at 
DSN 459-0014 or 
send your questions 
directly to 
tallil.times@tlab.a 
orcentaf.af.mil 
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< SANDY SUNSET: The sun sets 
quietly on this abandoned shelter on 
the outer perimeter of Tallil Air Base. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. 
Deb Smith) 


<4 (Second row) A BOY AND HIS 
WHEELS: A young Iraqi boy in the 
nearby city of An Nasiriyah shows 
off his newest invention. Made from 
a stick, wheels and an old water bot- 
tle, the improvised “car” seemed to 
bring not only a smile to his face, but 
to the photographer’s as well. (U.S. 
Air Force Photo by Master Sgt. Deb 
Smith) 






A A SMOOCH FOR THE POOCH: Tech. Sgt Jennifer Rabidoux, of 
the 407th EMEDs gives “Donna,” a military working dog a kiss on the 
nose after her IV treatment. Donna, accompanied by Staff Sgft. 
Mathew Rebholz, suffered a heat stroke. She was treated and given 
a week on quarters. (Photo Submitted by Tech. Sgt. Edward Medina) 


< GET ALOAD OF THIS: Capt. Remko 
Van De Bunt of the Royal Dutch Air Force 
seems to have his hands—and his “Gator” — 
full. Van De Bunt is from the 298th 
Helicopter Squadron (NL) Royal Netherlands 
Air Force/1st (NL) Helicopter Detachment 
lraq and recently greeted approximately 80 of 
his fellow Dutchmen arriving at Tallil Air Base. 
(Photo by Frank Steevens, 298th Helicopter 
Squadron) 


